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’"Jj—"“I]]') Central Tnwelligence Agency
. seems at timies Lo be the only real-
ly intelligent agency we have, Consid-
er the record: The C.1.A. has done
more for culture than the National
Toundation on the Arts and the TTu-
manites or the Ford Youndation, pub-
lishing highbrow journals in T.ondon,
Berlin, Paris, and Bombay. To has
subsidized student organizations that
have formed the nucleus of the anti-
war movement and have contributed
reatly to the movement’s leadership.
While the Departments of Srate and
Defense were giving moral and mil-

;

/:\1‘)’ support to the Portugucese impe-
i
Y

alists in Africa, the C.1.AL was said to
be coverdy and quite effectively aiding
the rebels in Angola and Mozambique.
T'o be sure, in Cuba and Vietam, the
C.I.A. hasn’t done oo well, bt you
can’t win them all. Anyway, it now
scems to have surpassed itself——at Jeast
in  independence  and courage——bhy
blowing the whiste on Melvin Laivd
and his braided alarmists in the Penta
gon, It has disputed publicly the official
view of the “missile crisis,” and while
it would be premature to say that it has
destroyed  the gm’crmncm’s case, ~the
presumption must always be that the
government’s case is overstated to begin
with.

“Ihe issues here are not particularly
complex or technical, though they are,

one might say, rather abstract. Much
depends on how one ¢ aluates the sig-

apnificance of empty space’——in this case,

iholcs in the ground around Hoscow.
These holes have been seen and count-
red and measured by our spics on the
“ground and by our satellites in orbit.
[ The big question is: Why are they
there and what are they for? Accord-

“ing to Sccretary Laird, in a television

‘appearance last March, the intelligence
that had reached him confirmed “the
fact that the Soviet Union is going for-
ward with construction of a Jarge mis-
sile system.” By April 22nd, the con-
firmed fact was, he said, a “sobering”

one: the Soviet Union was “hvolved

in a new--—and npp;n'cntly extensive-—
TCBAI construction pmgmm.” In oth-
| er words, the Russians were once again
‘p]:lying dirty pool. While sweet-talk-
Ling at the SALT negotiations, they weve
s digging holes for great big nuissiles that
‘cou A sneak right past and around our
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: sleep—-or, at :111)'.1';1-\'0, those of us who
Hive in Montana, North Dakota, Wy-
ioming, and Missouri, In late -April
prospeets  looked  had for the '
tlks, despite the encouraging words of[
Brezhnev, who made everything sound \
in Tifis, he said,!
[

very simple when,

“All you have to do s to muster resolve
to try the proposals that interest you by
their taste. Translated into diplomatic
language, this means ‘Start negotin-
tons” Al very well, but how can a
gentleman negotiate with a cad who Is
digging bigger and bigger holes on

(o2

Soviet soil?

Now comes the C.I.A, to strike a
Blow for sanity and peace. Fssentially,
its argument is that you can’t judge a
hole by its size. Tt docs not dispute the
military’s finding that there are Jarge
new eavitics in the earth in the cnvirons
of Moscow. Nor daes it question the
possibility that the Jarger holes could be
used 1o house larger missiles., But it docs

point out that they could also be used
to pour concrete in to protect the small-
er missiles they already have. Should
this be the.case, then it would seenmy un-
ilikc]y that the Soviet Union is aiming
"at what down here in the capital we eall
ba “first-strike capabiliy”-—-i.e., a sure-
Hire knockour punch delivered before
Lihe oone has sounded. The C.LA,
analysts  (who, incidentally, leaked
their misgivings and suspicions to Re-
publicans in the Senate) do not pre-
judge the case, though they do suggest
that 3f the Russians were building great
big new missiles, they would be unlikely
to plant them in ficlds of smaller ones.
In any case, the C.I.A. has once again
challenged Conventional Wisdom. One
is pardcularly taken with the statement
of Dr. Herbert Scoville, Jr., described
as a “former” C.IA. official, who said
before the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, “We must ask ourselves how
many times we are going to allow the
“weaponeers’ to comebefore the Con-

gress and the people shouting ‘missile

gz\p’ when in reality they are only cre-

ating another ‘eredibility gap.””
—Ricrarp H. Rovere
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